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NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  WWiinnoonnaa  AAmmaatteeuurr  RRaaddiioo  CClluubb,,  IInncc..    
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  MMaarrcchh  PPrrooggrraamm  ––  MMaarr..  1199  
  
 

 

WHAT:  March Club Program:  10-29-2012-- KA0MLO Returns.   Tom Mauszycki, KA0MLO, describes 

his return to the air after a lightning-initiated fire destroyed his home and radio station . 
  

DATE & Time:  Thursday, March 19, 2015 – 7:00 PM 

WHO:  All amateur radio operators and other interested persons are encouraged to attend.  

WHERE:  Conference Room B, Winona County Office Building, 202 West 2nd Street, Winona, MN.  

Doors will be unlocked from 6:45 to 7:15 PM.  If you are late, please try the 146.835 repeater to have 

someone let you in. 

  LLiikkee  uuss  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk   

 

http://www.w0ne.org/
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TThhee  rriivveerr  iinnvvaaddeedd  mmaannyy  ooff  WWiinnoonnaa''aa  llooww  ssppoottss..  

“The Town that Saved Itself” 
Special Event Station W1N 

April 18 & 19, 2015 

 
By Bob Seaquist, KC9IWE 

Photos Courtesy of Winona County Historical Society. 

Snow came and came 

and came the winter 

of 1964-65; it left in 

a huge, horrible hurry 

that April, just about 

drowning Winona 

and its inhabitants. 

The Great 

Mississippi River 

Flood of 1965 left 

scars and memories 

and it proved that Winona is "the town that saved itself" and it 

saved itself with help from the Winona Amateur Radio Club. 

For a few precarious days Les Hittner, K0BAD, Walt Kelly, 

KE0XI, and Ken Spittler, N0JP – with others from the Winona 

Amateur Radio Club – manned radios that provided critical 

communication in the battle for Winona. An enormous wall of 

melting snow funneled toward the city from northern Minnesota 

and Wisconsin inundating other communities along the way. 

Mayor Rudy K. Ellings ordered the evacuation of 1,035 

residents who lived in low-lying areas. More than 6,000 people 

worked on flood control during the emergency. They fought 

frantically at the near hopeless dike-building tasks. 

The problem was simple: Winona would begin to flood when 

the Mississippi reached the arbitrary 13-foot stage but the 

forecast was for much, much more. The Father of Waters fronts 

one side of the city and sneaks around the other side as well 

through Lake Winona. The city is not only an “island” 

surrounded front and back, but it has many spots just barely 
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MMoorree  tthhaann  11..33  mmiilllliioonn  ssaannddbbaaggss  rraaiisseedd  

WWiinnoonnaa’’ss  ddiikkeess  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  11996655  fflloooodd..  

  

  

TThhee  iinnccrreeaasseedd  vvoolluummee  ooff  ooffffiicciiaall  bbuussiinneessss,,  aanndd  

iinnddiirreeccttllyy,,  ooff  wwaatteerr  wwaass  rreefflleecctteedd  iinn  tthhiiss  ppiiccttuurree  

ttaakkeenn  aatt  tthhee  hheeiigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  fflloooodd..  CCDD  DDiirreeccttoorr  GGeeoo..  

KK..  MMccGGuuiirree  ttaallkkeedd  oonn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiivvee  tteelleepphhoonneess,,  

bbaacckkggrroouunndd..  LLeess  HHiittttnneerr,,  rriigghhtt,,  ssttoooodd  bbyy  oonn  tthhee  

AAmmaatteeuurr  RRaaddiioo  nneettwwoorrkk  tthhaatt  lliinnkkeedd  CCDD  

hheeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssttaattee..  

  

above water in normal times. By the time the biggest water 

passed it registered 20.75-feet, 7.75-feet above flood! 

One weapon in the 

city’s war on water 

was a WWII army 

surplus amphibious 

“Duck” (DUKW) 

which St. Mary’s 

University lent to 

the cause. Walt 

Kelly, Les Hittner 

and several Hams 

used the lumbering 

vehicle a number of 

ways: “Radio 

Station KAGE 

sponsored the Duck 

for emergency use,” 

recalled Kelly. “One 

of the first uses was to travel up Wis. HWY 35 past Alma to 

check on road conditions. When KAGE radio could not 

communicate back to the station, the Amateur system on the 

Duck was used to give a report on conditions up the river,” said 

Kelly. KWNO recorded that audio and then promised to deliver 

the tape to KAGE. “After they played it multiple times, of 

course!!” quipped Kelly. 

Spittler worked a full eight hour day as an automobile repair 

technician then went to the command post in city hall’s 

basement for another four or five hours on the radio. “We used 

six meter simplex,” he remembered. Local Hams had fixed 

home units for six meters but not usually mobiles. Two meters 

was not used. Citizen Band radios were common and they were 

used a great deal in the flood effort. 

Spittler was a relatively new Ham unusually licensed as a 

Novice, WN0JPR, and as a Technician, WA0JPR. He 

remembers a principal duty being communication with the 

portable US Coast Guard Station situated on Garvin Heights. 

The Mississippi River jeopardized Winona 24 days. A long list 

of volunteers did the 

impossible--raising dikes, 

laying 1,300,000 sandbags, 

plugging sewers with 

airbags, and rushing 

families from homes. There 

were doubts the city would 

survive, but the efforts of 

thousands – including Hams 

Hittner, Kelly and 

Spittler—made Winona a 

miracle city, "The Town 

That Saved Itself." 

The Winona Amateur Radio Club will commemorate 50 years 

since the Great Mississippi River Flood of 1965 with a special 

event station Saturday and Sunday, April 18 and 19. "The Town 

That Saved Itself" 50th Anniversary Special event station W1N 

will operate from 1400Z until 2200Z both days on the following 

frequencies: 7.21965; 10.11965; 14.31965; and 21.31965. 



  

  

  

WWiinnoonnaa  AARRCC  GGooiinnggss--OOnn::  

  TTeecchhnniicciiaann  LLiicceennssiinngg  CCoouurrssee  iinn  FFuullll  SSwwiinngg..  

  WWiinnoonnaa  AARRCC  aatt  GGaammeehhaavveenn  MMeerriitt  BBaaddggee  FFaaiirr  
((KK22BBSSAA//00))——MMaarrcchh  2211..  

  RReeqquueesstt  ffoorr  HHeellpp——UUllttrraa  MMaarraatthhoonn——AApprriill  1177  &&  1188..  

  VVEE  TTeessttiinngg  ccoommiinngg  uupp  iinn  AApprriill  ((eexxaacctt  ddaattee  ttoo  bbee  
aannnnoouunncceedd))..  

  WW11NN  SSppeecciiaall  EEvveenntt  SSttaattiioonn  ––AApprriill  1188  &&  1199..  

  



  
  

  

55  

  

  

IInntteerreessttiinngg  RReessuullttss  ffoorr  WWiinnoonnaa  HHaamm  RRaaddiioo    

OOppeerraattiioonnss  iinn  tthhee    

AARRRRLL  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  VVHHFF  CCoonntteesstt 
  

  

MMaatttt  BBuurrtt,,  KKFF00QQ,,  ssaayyss,,  ““II  gguueessss  iitt  ddooeess  ppaayy  ttoo  sseenndd  iinn  yyoouurr  lloogg!!””  

  

TThhee  rreessuullttss  ooff  tthhee  22001144  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  VVHHFF  

CCoonntteesstt  iinncclluuddee  ssoommee  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ffaaccttss  aabboouutt  

llooccaall  ssttaattiioonnss..    TThhee  WWAARRCC  ssttaattiioonn,,  WW00NNEE,,  

ppllaacceedd  11
sstt
  iinn  tthhee  DDaakkoottaa  DDiivviissiioonn  ((mmuullttii  oopp))  

aanndd  22
nndd

  ppllaaccee  iinn  tthhee  MMiiddwweesstt  RReeggiioonn..    

SSeevveerraall  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  aallssoo  rreecceeiivveedd  rreeccooggnniittiioonn  

iinncclluuddiinngg  DDeelloorreess  NN00NNUUOO,,  KKeenn,,  NN00JJPP,,  JJooddii  

NN00OOWWTT,,  aanndd  EErriikk  WWBB00NNIIUU//RR..  SSeeee  tthhee  ffuullll  

ddeessccrriippttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  WWAARRCC  FFaacceebbooookk  ppaaggee  

hheerree..  

  

TThhaannkkss,,  MMaatttt,,  ffoorr  ssppeeaarrhheeaaddiinngg  tthhee  VVHHFF  

ccoonntteesstt  ssuucccceessssffuull  eeffffoorrtt  aanndd  ffoorr  ppaassssiinngg  oonn  

tthhee  rreessuullttss..  
  

  

  

http://www.facebook.com/WinonaARC


  
  

  

66  

  

MMiinnuutteess  ooff  tthhee  MMaarrcchh  mmeeeettiinngg  ooff  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  wweerree  nnoott  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  HHaammggrraamm..    TThheeyy  wwiillll  bbee  

ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  aa  ffuuttuurree  iissssuuee  ooff  tthhee  HHaammggrraamm..  

  

AAnndd,,  uunnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy,,  dduuee  ttoo  aa  tteecchhnniiccaall  iissssuuee  hheerree  ((ccoorrrruupptteedd  ffiillee)),,  tthhee  mmiinnuutteess  ooff  tthhee  FFeebbrruuaarryy  bbooaarrdd  mmeeeettiinngg  aarree  nnoott  aabbllee  ttoo  bbee  

iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhiiss  HHaammggrraamm..    MMyy  aappoollooggiieess..    NNeexxtt  iissssuuee..  
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TThhee  WWiinnoonnaa  AAmmaatteeuurr  RRaaddiioo  CClluubb,,  IInncc..  

PP..OO  BBooxx  11226644,,  WWiinnoonnaa,,  MMNN    5555998877--77226644  

  

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd  

PPrreessiiddeenntt::    PPaauull  SScchhuummaacchheerr,,  KKØØZZYYVV  VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt::    LLaannccee  TTaagglliiaappiieettrraa,,  KKBBØØYYJJUU  

ppsscchhuummaacchheerr@@wwiinnoonnaa..eedduu    llaanncceettaagg@@hhbbccii..ccoomm  

SSeeccrreettaarryy::      SSyyeedd  FFaarruuqquuee,,  AACCØØVVAA    TTrreeaassuurreerr::    HHaarrrroo  HHoohheennnneerr      KKGG66RRLLMM        

ssffaarruuqquuee@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm    HHaarrrroo@@hhoohheennnneerr..ccoomm  

  

CCuussttooddiiaann::  EErriikk  BBrroomm  ,,  WWBBØØNNIIUU    MMeemmbbeerrss::      DDaann  GGoollttzz    WWKK00WW    
eewwbbrroomm@@hhbbccii..ccoomm            LLeesslliiee  HHiittttnneerr  KK00BBAADD  

  

  
DDuueess::    $$2255..0000  ppeerr  ccaalleennddaarr  yyeeaarr  ppeerr  lliicceennssee  hhoollddeerr..  

$$3300..0000  ppeerr  ccaalleennddaarr  yyeeaarr  ffoorr  aallll  lliicceennsseedd  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  ffaammiillyy  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  

ssaammee  hhoouusseehhoolldd..  

DDuueess  sshhoouulldd  bbee  sseenntt  ttoo::    HHaarrrroo  HHoohheennnneerr,,  TTrreeaassuurreerr,,  PP..OO..  BBooxx  11226644,,  WWiinnoonnaa,,  MMNN  5555998877  

  
HHaammggrraamm  iiss  ppuubblliisshheedd  mmoonntthhllyy  bbyy  TThhee  WWiinnoonnaa  AAmmaatteeuurr  RRaaddiioo  CClluubb,,  IInncc..  

DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  iiss  eelleeccttrroonniiccaallllyy  bbyy  eemmaaiill  aanndd  vviiaa  tthhee  WW00NNEE..oorrgg  wweebbssiittee..    

DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoo  iinnddiivviidduuaall  mmeemmbbeerrss  bbyy  UUSSPPSS  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  uuppoonn  rreeqquueesstt..  

EEddiittoorr::  LLeenn  LLiittvvaann  ((KKCC00RRSSXX))  

PPlleeaassee  aaddddrreessss  ccoommmmeennttss  aanndd  HHaammggrraamm  ccoorrrreessppoonnddeennccee  ttoo::    LLeenn  LLiittvvaann  

2255556677  MMiinneerr  VVaalllleeyy  RRooaadd  --  WWiinnoonnaa,,  MMNN    5555998877      oorr  eemmaaiill  ttoo::    KKCC00RRSSXX@@aarrrrll..nneett  

BBooaarrdd  mmeeeettiinnggss  aarree  aannnnoouunncceedd  iinn  aaddvvaannccee  ((WWEEPPNNeett))..  

MMoonntthhllyy  cclluubb  pprrooggrraammss  aarree  hheelldd  oonn  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  TThhuurrssddaayy..  TThhee  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  ddeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  tthhee  

HHaammggrraamm  iiss  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  tthhee  wweeeekk  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  cclluubb  pprrooggrraammss..  

WWhheenn  AAllll  EEllssee  FFaaiillss……AAMMAATTEEUURR  RRAADDIIOO  
  

  

  

  
  

  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

LLiikkee  UUss  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk    ((cclliicckk  tteexxtt))..   

mailto:pschumacher@winona.edu
mailto:ewbrom@hbci.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Winona-Amateur-Radio-Club-W0NE/315716265204667

